[image: C:\Users\weave4jr\Desktop\GOVA_Region8_logo_large.jpg]        Cities of: Buena Vista, Harrisonburg, Lexington,           
                                              Staunton, Waynesboro, & Winchester  
                       Counties of: Augusta, Bath, Clarke, Frederick,
 Highland, Page, Rockbridge, 
Rockingham, Shenandoah, & Warren

[bookmark: _Hlk123126937][image: C:\Users\weave4jr\Desktop\GOVA_Region8_logo_large.jpg]        Cities of: Buena Vista, Harrisonburg, Lexington,           
                                              Staunton, Waynesboro, & Winchester  
                       Counties of: Augusta, Bath, Clarke, Frederick,
 Highland, Page, Rockbridge, 
Rockingham, Shenandoah, & Warren
        


GO Virginia Region 8 Executive Committee Meeting Minutes
Tuesday, February 3, 2026 at 8:30 AM
Zoom: https://zoom.us/j/94275724594?pwd=FFG3V7QJSg9VqokHQYBLRYYiVa9zrg.1

	Committee Member
	Representing
	Attendance

	Yolanda Shields, Chair
	YesBuilds!
	

	Janet Clarke, Vice Chair
	Clarke Consulting, LLC
	

	Kim Blosser
	Laurel Ridge Community College
	Absent

	Mike Stolarz
	UTS Systems
	

	Lai Lee
	High Meadows Strategies, LLC
	

	Conrad Helsley
	NSVRC Commissioner
	

	Brandon Davis
	NSVRC Fiscal Agent
	



Guests in attendance: Alison Varner-Denbigh (Region 8 Executive Director) and Waverley Coggsdale

At 8:30am, Chair Yolanda Shields welcomed everyone and called the meeting to order. Executive Director Alison Varner-Denbigh called roll, and a quorum determination was made.  Approval of January meeting minutes was not needed (no votes at prior meeting).
A Recommendation Draft was presented to the committee for nominations of Dave Urso’s 2-year term extension, Dr. Jim Schmidt (JMU President) as a new council member with 4-year term, and Tracey Luellen as a new R8 executive committee member.  A consensus was made to present the recommendations to the Regional Council in April for approval.  In preparation, Yolanda will reach out to Dr. Schmidt’s assistant to obtain his bio for distribution to the regional council.  Alison will forward Tracey executive committee calendar invites and add her to the email distributions.

The Central Shenandoah Planning District Commission (CSPDC) will be submitting this July a planning grant application for a Regional Aviation Corridor Study.  An ad-hoc committee to assist in the development of the grant application and as advisory during the duration of the 1-year grant was discussed.  The consensus from the executive committee was to move forward with the formulation of the ad hoc committee and support CSPDC.  Yolanda recommended Michael Magro from Shenandoah University and Mike Stolarz recommended Mike Tyson as ad hoc committee members.  Stolarz will send Tyson’s bio and contact information to Alison.  Janet recommended inviting JMU to participate in the ad hoc committee as well.  Alison will contact Anthony Tongon to extend the invitation to JMU.  It was suggested that the ad hoc committee description state Aviation includes Aerospace and Unmanned Systems.  Alison will make the updates before distribution.

No Other Business was presented.

The Executive Committee adjourned at 9:04 am
Next Executive Committee meeting – Tuesday, March 3, 2026 at 8:30 AM (Virtual)
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